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SERMON. 


COLLOSSIANS 1 


MEET TO BE PARTAKERS OF 
. IN L1G HT. 


& virtue and godlineſs, was never 
22 ſuggeſted, unleſs by thoſe who 


Mes £2197 felt not their influence. All 


_ ___ Others have a witneſs in them- 
Ales that no other doctrines can ſecure that in- 
tereſt. The matchleſs wiſdom with which God has 


true luſtre, in nothing ſo much as the ſalvation 
of ſinners. This bliſs is ſettled on them by an 
eternal purpoſe, 1t 1s true; but the ſteps by 


nected each to the other, in a golden chain, 
that reaches from the beginning to the end of 
things; a chain from which one link cannot be 


broken off, without * the end, and ſpoil- 
ing the whole, 


* 


GIFING THANKS UNTO THE T4. 
7 HER WHICH HATH MADE US 
THE INHERITANCE OF THE 


15 H A T the Jodrines of grace 5 
are oppoſed to the intereſt of 


underſtood not their nature and 


ever connected end and means ſhines out in its 


which it is to be attained, are beautifully con- 


49 


Ir the kingdom of heaven be prepared for 
any, from before the foundation of the world: 
yet it never was deſigned to be their poſſeſſion, 
until they ſhall firſt have been prepared for it. 
Are they predeſtinated to endleſs bliſs? As the way 
do it they are alſo predeſtinated to be firſt conforms 


ed to the image of its Author. Holineſs is the 
nature of that ſtate and holineſs ſhall be the 


nature of all that ſhall enter it. Shall the elect 
be glorified at laſt ? Then muſt they be ſancti- 
| fed in time. For this end they muſt be juſtifi- 


ed : and therefore believe . in order to this, 
they muſt be effectually called: and thus whate- 
ver certainty there is that they ſhall never periſh 


| thi certainty is no leſs, that without holineſs, 
| they ſhall never ſee the Lonp. e f 


Turs is the leading ſentiment of the context: 


85 he conſideration of it might well become us 


at any time, but the late departure of a worthy 


5 Elder of this church who both by word and deed 


was an eminent advocate for it, calls us to a ſpe- 
cial attention to it at preſent; and the particular 


requeſt of the bereaved family abliges me : HOW 


to offer you oy aid therein, 


In the region of Phones,” in Aſia minor, near 


to Hierapolis and Laodicea, ſtood the city Co- 
loſſe; which in modern times is better known 
by the name Chone;—juſt at the confluence 
of the rivers Lycus and Mæander. There it 
_ Pleaſed the Lord of the vineyard early to em- 
ploy the faithful Er APRHRASã in planting a church: 
Sand the ſeeds of goſpel-truth, ſown there, 


; ſoon {prang up 1n thoſe fruits of faith and love, 
„ 


(7) 


which ſpread the fame of that new ſociety of 
converts far and wide.—Theſe recommended 


them to the charity of the Apoſtle ſo thoroughly, 
that they became a conſtant ſubject of his pray- 
ers and thankſgivings, during his continuance 


as a priſoner at Rome. It ſeems however, that 
the glorious morning of this church, was ſoon 


oyercaſt with gloomy clouds. Of this ſad change, 


Paul, in his impriſonment, being appriſed by 
. himſelf, writes them this epiſtle as an 


antidote againſt the contagion then ſpreading. 


Hs addreſs is introduced by animating com- 


mendations of whatever he found right among 
them; and earneſt prayers to the Gop of all grace 
for perfecting the good work he had begun there. 


In the words of the text, as if his heart had been 


ſuddenly aſſured of an anſwer of peace, both on 
his own behalf and theirs ; he paſſes from prayer 


to thankſgiving to Gop the Father, for comple- 
ting by his ſpirit the application of the redempti- 
on purchaſed by the merits of his Son; in making 


them fit for communion with himſelf in heaven. 


In the 14th verſe, he ſhews where the foundati- 
on of this good work within them was laid, viz. 
in the redemption wrought for them by the blood 
of CRIsT. This is what enſured them the re- 


miſſion of ſins :—and as it is expreſſed in the 


I3th verſe, delivered them from their natural 
bondage to the power of darkneſs—and made 


them free citizens of the gracious kingdom of 


CnRISsT. The text ſtates the iſſue of this tranſ- 
lation; in the progreſſive work of the ſpirit in 


meetening them for heaven. All this he aſcribes 
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to the Father; as he origin ated the whole plan 
in his eternal counſel—he, i in the ceconomy of that 


work, then ſettled, ſent the Son to redeem; and 


he, thro” the Son, ſends the Spirit to apply the 


_ purchaſed benefits to every ſubject. Hence, in 


this mediate ſenſe it may be ſaid that he made us 
meet ; that 1 1s, fit or ſuitable for 1 „ 


Tar word, au bete el Gin the Aare | 


idiom, and never again uſed by the apoſtle, ex- 


cept in 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6, is well known to hgnify | 


meetneſs or competency ; and here it is meetne 
for a part (literally) in "the lot of the ſaints, i. e. 


in the joys and pow rvſerved for them above. A 
Phraſeology this which carries a manifeſt alluſion 


* 


to the manner of aſſigning to the Iſraelites by lot 


their reſpective 1 in the land of Canaan, 
y application of it to the divine 

allotment of the eternal inheritance of ſaints, in 

that heavenly Canaan, of which the earthly was 


and makes an e 


but a type. Let it then be noted that 


1. Taz words afford us a deſcription of hea- 


ven, as the portion reſerved for ſaints :—it is call- 


ed light: a word that may beunderſtoodeitherlite- 


rally, to point out the everlaſting and uncloud- 


ed day that obtains in that bleſſed world —or 
metaphorically, to ſignify the perfect joy glory 


and bliſs poſſeſſed there by every inhabitant; for 


in this way the word light 1 is very often uſed | in 
ſeripture. 


2. Tary ſhew us how this is acquired; not by 
their own merit—works—or worth; but by in- 
beritance ; ; or the free donation of a father to 


his 


69 


his own children; founded only 3 in his love, 
and their near relation to himſelf ; a conveyance 
"which conſtitutes at once the freeſt, the ſureſt, 
the moſt indefeaſible, and the moſt durable title 
1 full and continual poſſeſſion. 


Tur heirs are here deſcribed to whom this 
inberitaäee belongs: it is not for all men, as 
ſome new-goſpelers pretend: no. As the whole 
bible is ignorant of that doctrine; ſo the text ex- 
preſsly confines this title to ſaints; i. e. holy per- 
ſons, or ſuch as are ſanctified by the Holy Gboſt; 
and fo have received holy natures—are carried 
on in the exerciſe of holy graces—in a line of ho- 
ly duties—through a holy courſe of life and con- 
verſation; and thus are found univerſally holy 
and grow therein perſeveringly to the end of their 
days. To. theſe and theſe only this inheritance 
| belongs—for theſe it was purchaſed, to theſe it 
Was promiſed—and t to theſe ſhall it be given, 


4. The qualification neceſſary for theſe bees.” 7 
in order to their entering on the poſſeſſion of _ 
this inheritance, is here aſcertained in the words, 
made meet for it. However good their title | 
may be from the firſt moment of their juſtifica- = 
tion and adoption, yet they ſhall never enjoy the 1 
kingdom prepared for them, until they are alſo "i 
prepared for it :—that is, every thing contrary = 
to its nature muſt be taken out of theirs ;—diſ- 1 
poſitions ſuitable to the enjoyments and employ- = 
ments of that happy ſt#e muſt be found in them: - 
—and theſe matured to perfection. Never can — 
they enter into that reſt, until every blemiſh and 3 

. imperſeckion 


* 4 77 
B 5 ſy s 
* # . : 


therefore, 


(wo) 


imperfection is removed: and not a moment 


longer ſhall they be kept out, when once that 1 * 
done. ROT £4 


| To this mectneſs they are wrought by their 
heavenly Father ; from whom the right to the 
inheritance deſcends to them. They are natu- 


rally as unmeet as any others ; * dead in treſſpaſſes 


and ſins;ꝰ totally depraved, and utterly an unclean 
thing. © Nor can any of them attain this meet- 
neſs, by doings of his own. * It is Gop that 


muſt work in them all both to will and to do.“ 
It is he that regenerates them by his ſpirit:—it 
is he that ſanctifies that edifies—that leads — 
5 ſtrengthens—encreaſes and perfects them, by 
the ſame ſpirit; and when he hath wrought 3 

this work in them and for them, and ſo they have 


attained the neceſſary meetneſs for this inhe- 


ritance, every one "ark them muſt ſay, i i is by 


the grace of Gop that I am what I am. and | 


6 WHEN they receive it, they are « bound: and 
diſpoſed to give thanks forever for 1 it. 


= Tur words thus opened afford us the follow- 


DOCTRINE. All ſaints ſhall enter on the. 


inheritance in light, as ſoon as they are meet for 


it. . 


(a) Eph. ii. (5) Col. ii. 13. Ce) Iſa. lxiv. 6. Cd) Eph. ii. ge 
9 Phil. fl. 12 52 or. bc 10. . | 


3 


61. ) 


o this ſentiment we ; wiſh now to lay hold. 
And that it may be of ſome uſe, Tet us 


$6 Consiven the nature of this inheritance 3 


and 


1 . how ſaints are fitted for it. 


ence will be carried through all our religion :— 


as that conſiſts in preparatives for it—all its 
parts will be caſt into the mould of the heaven 
we figure to ourſelves. Every man's religion is 
of the ſame kind with tlie habitual temper of his 
heart: and as his heaven means nothing but the 
completion of his wiſhes; this will be fabricated 


in exact e with his religion. 


"Tan accounts for the fulſome pictures given : 


by the heathen, of their ELys1UM ;—a heaven 


which conſiſted only in a ſalubrious clime and 
ea fields—lawns variegated with the faireſt 


owers and beautified with an eternal ſpring : 


plenteous tables, where ambroſia ever loads the' 


board, and flowing nectar crowns the cup: all 
hei ghtened by the ſweeteſt muſic- the gayelt 
an all the ſenſual delights of a perpetu 


al feſtival. 


IuAckRv this, an only by an ** fancy 


—and calculated to iche taſte of a carnal 19 55 
1 ery 


I. Lr us conſider the nature of this inherit- 
ance. Scanty and poor, indeed, are the beſt no- 
tions of it that we can form on earth. It is, 
however, of importance that they be agreeable 
to the truth, as far as they go: for their influ- 


| C19 -Þ 

Very little different From i it, is the end of 
the Mabometan muſſulman: nothing better can 
it afford than a group of objects contrived for 
the gratification of carnal luſts: women and wine 
E the dance and the ſong health and plenty 


peace and victory are all the heaven ow aim 
to obtain. , 


Non are the ideas of the final bliſs, entertain- 
ed by graceleſs minds, much better adjuſted to 
the truth; even by all the light of the goſpel 
that daily ſhines around them. The miſer fan- 
cies to himſelf a place well ſtocked with heaps 
of gold—where he may take as much as he will 
and be placed beyond the danger of looſing 
his acquiſition :—The ambitious pleaſes himſelf | 
with the fiction of ſtately palaces—gilded roofs 

—ſplendid- robes—and ſumptuous equipage—_ 
of diſtinguiſhed honors—thrones and crowns a- 
bove the envy of his foes; while the ſenſualiſt is 
fired with hopes of perpetual appetites, ever ſa- 
risfied with carnal delights ; but never cloyed in 
the fruition. And may it not be feared, that 
many profeſſors ſatisfy themſelves with notions 
of heaven, that are grovelling and us, 

8 while they compare it only to bodily objects? ? 
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Ch it 1s, that, while we remain in theſe 
tabernacles, the ſenſes obſtruct all refined con- 
ceptions, and the fancy abuſes us with its groſs 
and dreggy images. Acquainted perfectly with 

this unhappy ſtate of fallen man, the Father of 
lights has kindly condeſcended to ſet heaven be- 
fore us in bodily mediums; and to deſcribe it in 
figures drawn from things moſt valued in this 


world. 
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world. Hence we find it ſometimes ſet forth as 


a bhouſe*—a father's houſe with many manſions— 


a royal palace, where JeHovan keeps his court 
here ſtands his throne—and where all his an- 
gels are ever in waiting. Sometimes it is de- 
pictured as a city *—moſt regular and beautiful 
—whoſe gates are made of the moſt precious 
pearls—its foundations jewels—and its ſtreets 
paved with gold; *—all harmonious within 
free from jars as well as wants and pains—full 
of light, without ſun or moon, ſtars or candles 
the countenance of God and the Lamb ſupplying 
and ſuperceding them all; ſecure too, from all 


dangers from without; and, therefore, never 


needing to ſhut its gates. Sometimes it is ex- 
hibited under the appearance of a feaſt ;* —a 
___ marriage-ſupper, where all the ſaints fit at the ta- 
ble with their Loxp, and ſup with him and he 
with them :—where they freely take of all the 
various fruits of the tree of life *—and drink full 
_ draughts of the river of pleaſure flowing from 
the throne forevermore. And ſometimes it is repre- 
ſented as a kingdom,* where all the redeemed are 
honored as kings—clad in white robes, the ap- 
parel of princes— ſeated on thrones around their 
Redeemer—and wearing crowns of life and glo- 
ry, in his court and preſence. _ f 


Wi muſt not imagine all theſe delineations to be 
words without meaning: ſince they are the dic- 
tates of the Spirit of truth. Nor ſhould we ſup- 


poſe 


1 a ) 2 Cor. v. I. John xiv. 2. (b) Heb. uit; 22. Rev. XXil, 14. 


(e Rev. xxi. 18, 23. (d) Rev. xix. 9. (e) Rev. vii. 17. and xx'i. 


16. and xxii. 1, 17. (f) Luke xili, 28, 29. Luke xil. 32. and xxii. 29. ; 
. Rev, ili. 21. | | | 
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poſe them defined to be literally underſtood ; 
as a real deſcription of that which himſelf has 


aſſured us far exceedeth all that eye hath ſeen, 


or ear heard, or heart of man ever has conceived. 
—No. We have the cleareſt evidence, in ſcrip- 
ture, that the inheritance on high is all ſpiri- 


tual. Such is the nature of the Gop to be enjoy- 

ed—of the angels that are to be companions— 

of the ſouls of the ſaints themſelves yes, and, as 
far as may be, of the reſurrection-bodies too ;* 
ſpiritual affections are all they exerciſe—ſpiritual 1 

worſhip all their ſervice, being without temple 

or ordinances *—ſfpiritual views of truth feaſt 

their intellect, —and . 38 5 Faure 


their joys. 


n bodily gene of heaven, then, which 
we find in the bible, muſt be conſidered to reveal 


its glories no otherwiſe than the Jewiſh types, 
of old, did the wonderful realities of CHRIST 


and his kingdom to which they pointed. They 
' ſerve as the emblems, or artificial alphabets, by 


which little children are taught to ſpell the names 
of things, before they can form any diſtinct ideas 


of the things themſelves. And ſuch little chil- 


dren indeed are we all; whilſt immured in fleſh 


and blood: as ſuch we ſpeak—as ſuch we think 
on this ſubject—it doth not yet appear to us 
what we mall be. All we ſee, is through a glaſs, 
and darkly.* The object far exceeds our r weak fa- 
culties. We have nothing here below, worthy 


to enter into compariſon with it. Who, then, 
is ſufficient to delineate the conſummate bliſs of 


the ſaints in light? Who can trace the ſpirits 


of 


(4) 1 Gon xy. 44. (21 Rev, Nxi. 22. (c) 1 Cor, xill, 12. 


ay "x 


"Apt 
4 


5 1 


of jut men made perfect, into thoſe higher and 


brighter regions; and juſtly deſcribe the im- 
mortal joys which they poſſeſs forever there ? 
This is a ſubject too big for our apprehenſions 
—and too unwieldy for the tongues of men or 
angels! The beſt we can do, in our enquiries 


about it, is to give ourſelves up entirely to the 
guidance of divine revelation, and be content 
with what the ſcripture has eee 


Ax in conſidering their report, it ought to 
arreſt our attention, that i in the text, it is repre- 


ſented * LIGHT. 


runs that word be underſtood to ſic gnify 


the idea perceived in our minds from the entrance 
of parallel and rectilinear rays into our eyes, and 
their conveyance to the retina; or the motion of 


fire through the medium of air; or the clarit 


and brightneſs of a lucid body itſelf; whether it be 
the moſt ſubtile fluid matter in the univerſe 
whether it be viſible, in itſelf, or only makes 
other things ſo :—whether that is done in a ſtate 
of reſt, or only by its motion—whether that 

motion be inſtantaneous or ſucceſſive, though in- 
comparable in its velocity: and whether it ren- 
ders any thing viſible by its direct incidence on 
it —or by its reflection from it :—thefe all are 

queſtions too low for this ſubje&—and we w1l- 


lingly reſign them to the diſcuſſion of philoſophy 
to whole province they belong. It cannot, how- 


ever, eſcape our notice; that there is no creature 
in the univerſe more frequently called in to ex- 


preſs divine things. Lite and joy *--favour and 
the 


(a) Pfalm xcvil, 11. Ifaiah lviil, 8. 
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che manifeſtation of ir-—ſpiriual knowledge — 
miniſters, © and the word, © uſed as means of con- 
veying it, eternal life, yea, and Gop himſelf 
are all deſigned in ſcripture by the term LI Hr. 

A term ed figuratively to import ſometimes 
that knowledge which is natural and common to 
ſinners ;*--ſometimes to denote that which is Fi 
ritual and peculiar to believers in this life, *ﬀ— 

' ſometimes that which is the light of glory--the 
perfect and immediate knowledge of Gop in 
CHRIST, which is competent only to ſaints 1 in 
heaven, * 


Bur even in its loweſt and literal, or proper 
ſenſe, it conveys ideas of ſome qualities affec- 
ting to minds as well as bodies; and when we 
find it uſed to denote future bliſs, we are war- 


ranted to believe that whatever may be ſi ignified 


| by theſe qualities, is to be found there. Of theſe 
the — may be conſidered as a ſpecimen; 


AF, Ligbt i is pure--incapable of being polluted 
Zit contracts no taint by ſhiffing on a dungzhill 
but purifies the air, through which it paſſes, 
from noxious fogs and groſs vapours. In this 
view it may well be applied to expreſs the future 
inheritance of ſaints; as that is incorruptible and 
| undefiled--and nothing that defileth can enter 
into it. All the objects it offers for enjoyment 
are immaculate in purity--all the works appoint- 
ed for the employment of ſaints there, are works 
of holineſs. And all that are admitted to them 
are without ſpot or wrinkle.“ 

Cores 


34 10. viii. 20. F . v. 14. (4) Pſa, cxix. 105. 2 Pet. 1,19 


5 1 John i. 5. ( uke xi. 34, 36. (g John i. 9. ( Joh. viii. 12. 
(#) 1 Pet. i. 5 22 xxi. 27. 59 E if % 24 ge (94 


Conrinzo to tenements of 1 they all com- 
plained of their defilements, and groaned under 


the felt weight of a body of death : * but the 
moment that death delivered them from bodil 


. clogs, and ſympathies--and raiſed them beyond 
the reach of ſnares and ſorrows from an earthly 


world; it alſo ſet them free from every remain 
of corruption, from every ſtain of nature ariſing 


from indwelling fin.” Then did the ſpirit of. 
God put the finiſhing hand to the work of ſanc- 
tification: then were all inbred corruptions fi- 


nally ſlain, and all graces brought up to perfec- 


tion: all reſtraints of the exerciſe of grace were 
now removed; and all curbs of its growth taken 
away.--No ſooner has the ſoul eſcaped from its 
priſon of clay, than it finds itſelf freed from 
every tincture of depravity, and perfectly con- 


formed to the image of Gop : nothing contrary 
to the divine nature remains in all its frame. 
Advanced far above the temptations of ſatan, 
and the ſolicitations of the fleſh, which had hi- 
_ therto confined them among the pots ; they now 


expatiate at large in the land of liberty and per- 


fection-· putting on the dove-like wings of ſilver 


--and adorned with its feathers of yellow gold, 
they flee away to the windows of their endleſs 
abode. No more ſhall imperfection cleave to 
their duties--nor ſin be inherent in their natures 
more no wandering thoughts ſhall ever ſpoil 
their frames—nor riſings of heart reſiſt the will of 


their God ! No wearineſs ſhall ever make them 


faint in duty : no pride ſhall pollute their zeal - 
for God's glory. Now ſhall they ſerve him as 
they would ; and love him as perfectly as their 


GC natures, 


(4) Rom. vii. . (b) Rev. xiv. 1 
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natures can. Willing fubje&ts of Ine an's 8 
kingdom, they rejoice to lie at his ſovereign feet, 

entirely ſwallowed up in his will- and ever ac- 

e him as ALL IN ALL. 


= ONT Light i is. glorious in ; itſelf, od diſcovers 
_ thing that comes under 1 it truly, as it - 40 


Ir is, ele, no improper Frmbod of that | 
ſtate where Gop ſhall unveil himſelf to his ſer- 
vants; and make his ſecrets. known to them 
that fear him. 5 


Tuts is the happy privilege of the ſaints in 
Fight. - That the intellectual faculty will be un- 
ſpeakably enlarged, on their entrance there, we 
cannot doubt; when it is conſidered that bodily 
objects ſhall no more obſtruct its views--nor bo- 
dily fancy obtrude its deluding pictures: that 
die paſſions ariſing from ſelfiſh and earthly in- 
tereſts ſhall never work to prejudice the judg- 
ment more; or make them love darkneſs rather 
than light: and that the moſt engaging objects 
will then be brought near enough, and wy of 
every lguilc. 


THEN ſhall we ſee fist to face: i then ſhall we 
| know even. as we are known: intuition. ſhall 
furniſh clear and juſt ideas of every object. The 
pure in heart ſhall ſee Gov. *--His glorious at- 
tributes ſhall be well underſtood--his myſterious 
perſons juſtly apprehended--his works of crea- 
tion ſhall be opened to view--the darkeſt ſteps of- 
his providence ſhall all be cleared up: yes, and 
the whole book of Gop will then beunſealed : the 
| greateſt 

(4) 1 Cor. xiii, 12. (6) Matt. v. 8, 


FW 3 
greateſt difficulties will vaniſh ; id ſeeming 


contratlictions appear reconciled. --The natures, 
and diſpoſttions, the offices and hiſtory of angels, 


will be perfectly known--and what is now inex- 


plicable in our own nutures, 2 2 then be naked 


to our light. 


- Taar this knowlidge will be obtained chief. b 
ly by intuition, muſt be evident; when it is 
Sr that all glaſſes are gone. But, as in 
this life ſome axioms and fimple ideas are nown 
by intuition; it ſeems not incongruous that, in the 


other, ſome things may be diſcovered to us by 


reaſoning, ſince it muſt be granted that altho' the 
knowledge obtained in that ſtate is perfect, in reſ- 


pect of the ſubject; it is neither infinite nor ade- 


_ quate to the object known. And pure intuition of 
Gov, without mixture of reaſoning, is, perhaps, 


peculiar to himſelf alone. It muſt however, be 
ſuppoſed that, whatever part of knowledge ſaints 


gather from ratiocination, they obtain without 


the pain of inveſtigation, diſcuſſion and ſuſpence. 


Then ſhall the glorified ſoul, with one glance 
of an eye enlightened by a ray from Gop him- 


ſelf, pierce incomparably farther into the abyſs 
of nature the management of Providence, and 


the myſtery of grace, than the moſt laborious 
philoſopher or acute divine, after their moſt te- 


dious and painful reſearches here below. 


Non need we wonder at this; ; "I God him 


ſelf ſhall be their prophet:—in his light ſhall 


they ſee Iight : *--all things ſhall be ſeen in Gop : 
and he himſelf ſhall be ſeen through the medi- 
um. 


(a) Pſalm xxxvi. "A Iſaiah lviii. 20. 
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um of his Cuxisr.: This ſhall ever remain 
the grand channel of conveyance, for all of Gop 
that angels or Saints ſhall ever receive.--As the 


re{urre&tion-bodies ſhall be able to ſee the Re- 
deemer with bodily eyes; ſo ſhall the ſpirits of 


_ Juſt men, even before that day, intellectually gaze 
upon his matchleſs beauties, without wearineſs 
or interruption, as the eagle's eyes do on the 
beams of the ſun.--To them the glories of his 
mediatorial perſon, his offices, his ſufferings and 


his work, will be made the conſtant . of 


£ contemplation. 25 


Tuts NR Rr Ong ſhall be equally mares 


: Goh error and from doubts. Its happy ſubjects 
ſhall have no need of the ſun--neither of the 
moon to ſhine upon them; the glory of the 
Lord ſhall illuminate their- abode ; and the | 
Lamb ſhall ever be the light of it. © | 


0 beight and glorious day Leerer clear and 


1 !--when Gop himſelf ſhall be the ſun, 
and nothing to hide him from the view! No 


cloud ſhall ever interpoſe--no melancholy gloom 


--no ſhadow of darkneſs ſhall ever arſe in thoſe 
© bleſſed regions; for the countenance of Gop in 


CnrisT,--like the fun in his meridian-ſplendor, 
ſhall ſmile, mall ſhine upon them forever ! 


4. Light i is charming and pleaſant. --It chaſes 


away the gloom of hearts and of nature alike-- 
hence it is ſo frequently, in ſcripture, uſed to g- 
nity pleaſure and Joy, 


Tavs 


fa) 2 Cor. iii. 18. (50 1 John iii, 2. (c) Rev. xxi, 23, and xxii. 5. 


A 
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\ Favs conſidered, it is an emphatical emblem 
of the inheritance of ſaints: as that is filled, not 
only with ſweet peace that ſurpaſſeth all under= 
ſtanding but riſes to the raptures of eternal j Joys, 
unſpeakable and full of glory. * 


FoR this there is a rational EO laid, in 


that knowledge we have juſt now reviewed : for, 


when we conſider the holy natures given to the 


ſaints--the holy taſte for ſpiritual and divine 


beauty infuſed into them; can we think it poſſible 


for them to behold a Gop in CHRISH, and yet 
not to love him? Can the tranſcendent excellen- 


cies of his nature, thus clearly diſplayed, be ſup- 


poſed to fail of captivating their whole affecti- 


ons? No. We ſhould do them mighty wrong, if 
we inſinuate that love is not the ſpring of all 
their emotions--the law of all they think, and 
do forever: their ſouls ſeem, as it were, reſolved 
into this principle. They feel a perfect compla- 
cency in all the objects around them,--Every di- 


vine perfection, - ſhining on them in Jesvs' face, 


gives unſpeakable ſatisfaction to their minds. 


In every work of Gop they take cordial delight 


5 --But, 1 in the work of man's ſalvation, they per- 
ceive, with the moſt intenſe pleaſure, all the mo- 
ral attributes of JIEHOVAH mingling their beams 


and ſhining with combined luſtre--with what 


raptures do they behold the ſmiles of their Re- 
deemer ; and baſk in the beams of that Sun of 


righteouſneſs ! 


Taz purity, of their love, ſho!) not be tinc- 


tured with any paſſion ; nor its intenſity weak 


ened 


(a) 1 John Ui. 2. 
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ened ate the intruſion of any rival. Temptation 
and fin have no place in all the realms of light. 


Every faculty will expand itſelf to embrace 


every power dilate to cleave to an object, which 
they all conſider as the chiefeſt among ten thous 
. 8 ſands and ee e lovely. 


e it is confeſſed that love. is a pleaſant af 
fection in its very nature :--when it is thus 
fected then, it muſt afford a pleaſure unſpeakable 


indeed; eſpecially when, as in this caſe, it is at- 
tended with the conſciouſneſs of being beloved 


in return. When Saints perceive themſelves 
admitted to as great a nearneſs, to as intimate 
__ communion with their Lox, as they can deſire; 
what tongue can expreſs the ſtreams of celeſti- 
al pleaſure that muſt then overflow their ſouls? 
There is no deſire of their hearts that this doth 
not immediately fatisfy : no wants here remain 
to be ſupphed--nor any pains to be eaſed--there 
are no griefs to be comforted--no ſorrows to be 
allayed here: here is no more death, neither 
{ſorrow nor crying--neither any more pain, for 
| Gow ſhall wipe Wa all tears from their eyes! 


4. Light is the moſt penetrating of all bodies x ; 


: it not only ſhines on, but enters into, and fills up 
all places where it comes: it paſſes through fo- 


lid bodies, and makes them tranſparent: and e- 
ven where it is reflected, it turns the 05e 10 it 


55 ! into its own image. 


sven is really the nature of the light of hea- 
_ As a diſeaſed body ie 1s not healed by pre- 
— ſenting 


(4 Pſalm 1. 11. and xxxvi. 8. Rev. xxl. 4. 


ci 


. 23 ) 
ag the dee * to its light; ſo 


of heaven could 
never give det to a 0 fick and loathlome 
with the leproſy of ſin. To effect this, affimila-. 


tion is not leſs neceſſary than viſion: to partake 
this glory, is as needful as to behold it. The 
ſaint in light, therefore, finds not himſelf enclo- 
ſed in a ſurrounding glory only, at which he is 
permitted to gaze, at a diſtance; but elevated 
and adapted to it by a vital, e oe 


ciple within. 
Tas glory, 8 him on all ſales, pe- 


netrates into the inmoſt receſſes of his nature 
ſhines through the whole man and fills every 
faculty and every ſenſe as full as it can hold. 
While he beholds, he is transformed Into. the 
image of what he ſees. This image is vital.-- 
Not as the reſemblance of a lifeleſs ſtatue to a 
man: it is a participation of the life of Gop. 
Nor is it a ſuperficial likeneſs, as the ſhining of 
the face of Moſes, or paintings laid on canvas.-- 


It is an inward thorough transformation ; in 


which the creature is, at once, filled full of 
 Gop; yea, ſwallowed up and loſt in him; as a 
veſſel. filled with the water of the ocean, in 


which it ſwims. No wonder, then, that the 
calm, ſteady, conſtant beholding of this glory 


ſhould raviſh the ſaints in light. --It is the divine 
glory naked--near--and preſent. --Shining in a 
manifeſtation, to purchaſe which CRHRISH bled 


and died--and which was the object of all Gop's 


_ counſels and acts, from eternity.--It is the glo- 


ry of thoſe perfections which are God's own 


bleſſedneſs: in the beholding of which he him- 


ſelf, is ſatisfied forever. With what . 
ble 
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ble raptures then, muſt he in behold. the 
eternal wiſdom, kindly opening all its councils, . 


and unfolding all its plans ;--Divine power diſ- 
covering what it has done, and what it can yet 


do ;--Infinite love unveiling itſelf--ſmiling, and 
open faced ;--conducting him along the line of 
its tranſactions; helping to trace the rivulets to 


the fountain--and the ſweet beams to the ſun, 


from which, they were emitted--the acts of 


love to the principle--to that heart, where rol- 
led, from eternity all the thoughts of tender- 
neſs to man, which time brought forth to effect 


how raviſhing, there to ſee what it was that 


clothed Dzity with fleſh, and led him to groan 
and expire on the accurſed tree | But what ſhall 


be the thoughts of the ſoul, that finds all theſe 
perfections made over to it, and become its own? 
Aſſured of an unfailing intereſt in his love, the 


ſaint reliſhes all that is in him as his own bliſs: 


enjoys and poſſeſſes it all as his own portion: 


and knows that it 1s his ſecurity that this portion 
| ſhall be his forever, reſts on the ſame Dons mr 
the throne of the ETERNAL. 


. - 


©. Light animates nd excites to action: men 


* while it 1s day; darkneſs ſuſpends che l. 
_ bors of life. | 


So, when departed ſaints begin to — 5 in 
the light of heaven, their endleſs day is but the 
meaſure of endleſs activity. True, the ſpirits of 
believers, at death, are ſaid to have entered into 
reſt. But that does not intend to inſinuate that 
their ſouls, are then laid into a deep ſleep-or 


cealed from conſciouſneſs and active exertion : 


no, they only reſt from their labors--labors that 
gave 
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the world of glory, may be ſaid only then to 


begin to live. Then do they ſpring to action 


with a vigor and alacrity hitherto unknown. 
The principle of life implanted in regeneration, 
which had heretofore been called to war againſt 


their own corruptions, and to conflict with all 


its other enemies--now, freed from their thrall, 
and having obtained a triumph in their death-- 
is arrived at maturity, and capable of moving in 
this exalted ſphere. The SpIRIT of CRRIST, 
as the ſpirit of glory, now, more fully than ever, 
_ dwelling in them—becomes a principle of eter- 
nal life and action to them; and is as a foul to 
the ſouls in light. Hence they reſt not, day 
nor night from the vigorous and perſect exerciſes 
that become their circumſtances. Theſe how- 


ever muſt be ſuch as are conſiſtent with the reſt 


and happineſs of ſpirits already arrived at their 
centre; yet ſenſible of their being infinitely be- 
low the perfection of the lovely patterns ſet be- 


fore them, of ſpirits thoroughly convinced that, 


as they owe their all to ſovereign grace; ſo, when 
they ſhall have eternally been offering up them- 
ſelves, and all the powers they have, in every 
act of obedience they can pay, to that Gp 
who is their all in all they till ſhall remain in- 
finitely his debtors to all eternity. 


Tus ſentiment may lead us to ſome faint ideas 


of their exerciſes. Love to their happineſs will 

make them unwearied, in every ſuitable exertion 
for acquiring more and more of that infinite good 
in which it lies hence, while every communi- 
cation enlarges the faculties which it fills de- 
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4 ght 1 in it excites them to 
all their powers both to improve "hd to "knowl E 


= higher, in every heavenly: e ee Mey 
| e Joy, forever. 2 


are ſenſible the more, of his being worthy of in- 
finicely higher honors than they, and all crea- 
| tures, can ever pay: the larger ſhare they have 


their obligations to gratitude riſe, and the deep- 


that naturally labors for vent: it cannot reſt 
without expreſſing itſelf. Conſcious they have 
nothing of their own, with which to repay all 
theſe favours, they cannot avoid burſting © out in 
thank-offerings and Praiſe. 


_ employ of theſe happy ſpirits. Praiſe, adoration, 
and thanks, will ever be their delightful buſineſs 
too. Hark their ftrains. Worthy: is the LAM 


| bleſſing! &c. Therefore bleſſing and glory and 
honor and power, be unto him that fitteth on 
the throne, and to the LAM forever and ever!” 
Thus will each ſaint be inceſſantly engaged in 


all the mighty works of Gop he knows. But 


r 
. 
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ledge what is received. As they exerciſe, they 
grow: and thus they continue riſing higher and 


Tu more of che wy * Ge they PA 


partaken in the gifts of his love, the higher will 


er will be their ſenſe of them. This is à feeling 


Cole ati there den ll: not t be all the 5 


that was ſlain to receive honor and glory and 


celebrating all the perfections he beholds and 


love and gratitude, thus perfect, will be impa- 
tient of a lonely ſoliloquy of praiſe they will 
long to excite all other capable beings, to join bs 
witli them in this ſweet W cb . 
AND 
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Aub it will be no inconſiderable part of the 
bliſs of every ſaint in light; that he finds him- 


ſelf ſtationed in the midſt of a ſociety, equally 

with himſelf diſpoſed to ſo holy a concert. His 

happy lot is caſt among the ſpirits of juſt men 
e 


made perfect -in the general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt born: in each of whom he can per- 


ceive his Lord's image perfected. That per- 
fection and the honor annexed to it, will be an 


additional N in his happineſs. There 
no envy, or ſe 

different opinions no party-paſſions—no ſepa- 
rate intereſts, no old offences ſhall ever divide 
the ſaints in light —each ſhall heartily embrace 


all the reſt. The ſweeteſt harmony ſhall uni- 
verſally prevail among them: and their only e- 
mulation ſhall be, who ſhall excel in love and 


Ifſhneſs ſhall excite diſcord—no 


Turs may affure us that theſe happy ſpirits | 


hall mutually know, and be known, by all 
their companions in bliſs. In the vifions both 
of Daniel and John, the holy angels appear to 


know each other very intimately ; and concern- 
ing ſaints, our Lord himſelf affirms that they 


are equal to the angels of Gop. Unreaſonable 
then is the ſuſpicion that the ſpirit made perfect 


ſhould lack any of the advantages which it en- 
joyed, in its imperfect ſtate: and among theſe, 
proper acquaintance and converſe with fellow- 
men was not the leaſt. But there 1s, in ſcrip- 
ture, enough to aſſure us that the ſaints in light, 


lack not this privelege—how elſe could Abra- 


ham know Lazarus and his whole ftory? Or 
| Moſes and Elias be at once known to the diſct- 
ples at Tabor? or Adam diſcover his Eve when 
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firſt feen,* or the Theſſalonian ebnverts wi the | 

apoſtle's joy at the laſt day? Without knowledge 
of each other too, it is hard to ſay how they could 
maintain concert in their thankſgivings--or com- 
munion in each other's impronements or bliſs. 


„1 cannot, however, be ſuppoſed that they 
are known by their former features or any old 
marks of cb rank and diſtinction on earth. 
Their converſe will doubtleſs be moſt intimate 


and free; but without all earthly affections or 
a wiſh for the revival of ear ently connections. 
All former diſtinctions of ſex, of birth, of relae 


tion, have ceaſed forever ; all are ſwallowed up 
in their common relation to 'Gop and CHRIST, : 
4 and i in his i image ſeen upon them all. | 


3h Der dee thats. converſe 3 is _ on, hats 5 
been a queſtion much in the dark. ——Follow- 
ing, with exceſſive ſervility, the fpeculations' of 
Ariſtotle and Plato, Gegen, and moſt of the an- 
cCient divines, ſuppoſed all created ſpirits to be 
_ neceſſarily united to ſome material vehicle and 
contended that it was the prerogative of Gop 
alone to exiſt entirely ſeparate from all body, 
Theſe vehicles they diſtinguiſhed into aBRIAL 
and ETHERIAL, or igneous—both of various 
degrees of purity according to the genius and 
temper of the ſpirits that inhabited them. 
This they called the ſoul's chariot—which, be- 
ing lodged at the place of the origin of the 
_ Nerves in the brain, was ſuppoſed: its immediate 
reſidence —and the organ of all its perceptions 
and actions; this veing all a in _ point, 
was capable of week ins W — Tl 


77 Mat. xvii. Luke xvi, 25. Gen, i i, 23. 1 1 Theſl tle 39, 20. 


* 


5 n every ſenſible object, in 8 part 
of its ſubſtance ; and therefore, although, during 
its impriſonment in the body, it can — only by 
3 optic, hear only by the acouſtic nerves, &c. 
yet, whenever it is liberated from this dungeon, 
it is all eye, all ear; flyin of at large; and open, 


| in "oy * to notices 
Ke + 


they carry off theſe vehicles with them: this 
they ſuppoſed to be the clothing, and the houſe 
which 18. from heaven, which Paul, in 1. Cor. 
v. 1, longed to put on. Over it, they taught 


that the {6v] had power, ſo far as to contract, 
to condenſe—or to rarify and expand it at plea- 
fure—yes, to alter its form and direct its moti- 


ons—juſt as it will—and this was the means 


by which they believed departed ſpirits could 
know or converſe with each other above; or ut- 


der . sin the everlaſting ſongs of heaven. 


; I do not now undertake to diſprove this the- 
ory; ; although I think it will be no eaſy taſk for 
its friends to rm it by ſcripture—yet, what- 


ever become of the hypotheſis, I cannot give 


up the fact. For, do we ſee the inferior animal 
tribes, of earth and air, endowed with power to 
_ expreſs. their meanings? Have men on earth 
ability to converſe, not only face to face, but 
even with a friend at the diſtance of thouſands of 


| leagues? And ſhall we yet dream that ſpirits 


made perfect, enjoy leſs of theſe advantages ad- 
vantages without which they can have no ſociety 


* no union —no en? ? Is it not clear from 


3 Rev. Va .. 
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5 Rev. vii. 9 la, a Heb. xii. 23, that they aſs 
ſemble for joint worſhip? Does not this imply 
Joint conſent? That prove full apprehenſion of 
their mutual ſentiments ?—and this infer mutu- 

* communication between „ 


N * 


But, as to the ds. whether with, or n 


out vehicles voices and ſounds, we muſt be 
content to remain much in the dark while here. 


It is true, without the ſuppoſition of vehicles, it 


cannot be ſuppoſed that, before the reſurrection, | 
| theſe bodileſs beings ſhould uſe words or articu- 
late ſounds. Vet, may it not be Eu that, 


as we, even while in the body, often converſe 


with ourſelves or even with Gop, without the 
uſe of its organs; by calling up into act thoughts 
and graces which before lay hid, in the common 
habit; ſo may ſaints in light, by a ſimple act of 
the will, immediately preſent to other's views 
naked and full, whatever each would have them . 
to know? May they not, as fo many living mir⸗- 


rours, reflect the images of all they perceive on 


_ whatever object they turn themſelves to—uſt as 


a man may, at his pleaſure, turn his back to 
one, and ſhew his face to another, and at the 


ſame time ſee it himſelf, in a é when it is 
Preſented before . 


Par Fei diane and bliſs IT oath ſaint elork- 8 


55 their great Author in proportion to their de- 
grees and increaſe the bliſs of all the reſt, in 
that proportion; even as the largeſt candle ſheds 
the greateſt light and heat through all the room 


where it is ſet. This can never be, but by mak- - 


ing them conſpicuous to all the reſt; and fo at- 
rafting the e the joy—and a ani⸗ 
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mating the ſong Fr the whole choir. Thus he 


that ſhines brighteſt may be ſaid to ſing loudeſt, 


in this ſpeechleſs anthem. Hence it is, at once, 


the intereſt and the duty of each ſaint, to pub- 
liſh all he s—and knows—and thinks; not to 


a a ſele& companion only, but to all within his 
.. ſphere.—So ſhall they be made each other's 
mutual bliſs. They have nothing in them 
which they are afraid to divulge - and therefore 


no ſecrets to keep: with the ſweeteſt freedom 
does each converſe with all his companions— 
each thought, in each breaſt, being darted 


| through thoſe of all the reſt, in the inſtant of 
its conception; not as words uttered here below 
—which convey only ſome of our ideas, and 
theſe only to ſome perſons near us—and at ſome 
particular times, and then ceaſe—but as a print- 
ed ſheet communicates all it eontains—to all 
who view it—and that at all times—imparting 
as much meaning to day to you, as if 1t had ſaid 
nothing g to me. 


we 


Tavs may we form Fu ove: conceptions 
of their conſtant exerciſe in the praiſes of Goo 
and the LAB. But we muſt not imagine that 
this excludes every other exertion. Are all the 
angels miniſtring ſpirits to ſaints on earth? 

And is it true that ſaints in light live like an- 
gels? Then, why may it not be ſuppoſed, that 
their Gop may, ſometimes, honor theſe bene- 


volent ſpirits, with ſome beneficent errands to 


his faithful ſubjects here? Nor could this be any 
interruption to their beatific viſion :—Gop is 
omnipreſent. Theſe excurſions, then, could 


not remove them from him, any more than they 
do angels: + who, we are ſure, are ever behold- 


ing | 


Ly 


- FE 


t * 


ing the face of our Father in heaven, even while 
employed in embaſſies through all the earth. 
Why ſhould it be thought impoſſible, that ſaints 
ſhall often be engaged in travelling through 
ſpace—ſurveying and admiring all the works of 
God ? It is true, the affairs of this finful world 
are not particularly ſubjected to their cogni- 
Zance ; as they contain ſo many things which it 
would be irkſome to them to behold. Yet it is 
certain they learn the ſtate of the church, in 
general, as well as the condition of unſtained 
worlds —ſometimes by intuition ; when they 
| themſelves are ſent, in ſwift flights, to viſit 
them: ſometimes by revelation from Gop, in 
whom they ſee all things; and ſometimes by the 
report of angels, returning at ſet ſeaſons, from 
their poſts, to give in their accounts and to re- 
. ceive new charges. VV 


FP From all this it is not to be doubted that the 
ſpirits freed from theſe bodies ſhall have many 
new ſenſes and faculties; of which, in this life, 
we can form no more conception, than the foe- 
tus in the womb could of the manner, in which 
it was to live as ſoon as born. But, as all fa- 
culties increaſe by exerciſe ; it is rational to ſup- 
poſe that all the powers of ſpirits made perfect 
ſhall be perpetually opening, enlarging and 

| ſtrengthening in the worlds of light. There 
will be new glories to be ſeen in Gop to all e- 
ternity: The more of theſe they ſee the more 
| ſhall they love the more ſhall they enjoy and 
be the more conformed to the good enjoyed, for 
ever. Thus the wine in our Father's kingdom 
is ever zew—and new ſongs ſhall celebrate the 
Giver's praiſe to endleſs ages. k . 


N 


Ił is not indeed to be imagined that all ſaints 


ſhall ſhare theſe felicities and honors in an equal 
degree. Every veſſel ſhall be full in the ocean 
of bliſs. —But ſome will be able to contain a 


greater quantity than others. In diſpenſing theſe 


degrees of glory, God, as is fit, ſhall exer- 


ciſe his own ſovereign good pleaſure.— Vet, in 


general, it is to be concluded, that they will be 
_ proportioned to the meaſure of grace exerciſed 
—of ſervice done—and ſufferings borne for 


Soy here on earth. Thus the greateſt grace 
gives a moral congruity, or qualification, for 


the greateſt glory. And hence, tho' the bliſs 
of the leaſt is perfect, and his glory complete; 


yet ſhall one ſaint in light riſe above another; 


even as one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in 


Slory. 


Coxcxvixc the ſhare that ſaints ſhall have 
in the reſurrection, and in the proceſs of the laſt 


judgment, I have ſpoken elſewhere ; and ſhall 
not detain you on theſe things here.—But it 
cannot be omitted, on this ſubject; that the con- 
ſequences of that event ſhall form a moſt im- 


portant addition to their glory and bliſs.— The 


recovery of their long-wiſhed bodies, from 
their long confinement in the darkſome grave-- 

and the beauties which ſhall adorn them. Vi- 
tal union to bodies now refined into a degree of 


| ſpirituality --and purged from all groſs elements, 


bodies freed from all corruption and gravity-- 


and from all uſe of food or apparel--and framed 


for immortality--bodies now pure--impaſſible, 
and agile as lightning---beautitully formed to 


a likeneſs ot the body of the Saviouk himſelf : 


each ſhining as the ſun in the brightneſs of the 


2 | firmiament 
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firmament--in the full poſſeſſion of an exceeds 
ing great and eternal weight of glory! 


Tuts muſt needs open new ſcenes of action 
and new avenues of fruition to them all. 


Was it a joy unſpeakable, when, at death, 


the fouls of ſaints found themſelves freed from 


earthly clogs--from ſnares and fins--ſnatched up 


into the arms of angels, and carried by them 
thro' the air,“ that roam of devils; defended on 
every fide by radiant files of heavenly warriors, 
appointed to keep off the fiery darts of the 


wicked; guardians who not only clear the paſ- 


ſages, but ſweetly converſe with and lovingly 


entertain 
* This is not intended to infinuate that the departed ſpirit is under a 
neceſſity of ſpending a long time in its aſcent from a death - bed to the 
third heavens. God is every where preſent. The ſpiritual world is 
hid from our view, only by the partition-wall of this body. Break 
down that wall; and we are plunged immediately into the naked 
ſight of its great realities : and are paſſed through the dark valley of 
death as ſoon as we are dead. This muſt be the caſe, if departed 
fouls are naked ſpirits without any connexion with matter. But if 
we ſhould contend for their ſtill carrying with them material vehicles, 
which fill place and uſe loco-motion as bodies do, it will be other- 
wiſe z yet, even ſo, we need not be troubled with the groſs notions of 
ſouls tarrying about the graves of their dead bodies—or wandering for 
ages, in regions: of air, ions they reach ætherial worlds,—We do 
not find, even in the body, that it requires a long time for our eyes 
to reach the ſun. The eyes of STEPHEN were not long in penetrating 
cven to heaven, and the throne of CHRIST. Why, then, may it 
not be ſuppoſed that angels that glide through ſpace as quick as light- 
ning—or flames of fire; ſhall waft up the departed dul, of ſaints to 
the ZEmpyreum itſelf, as quickly as motion can be made? This will 
not leave time for a long abode in the region of the powers of the air: 
a region which, to a ſoul that, without a body, cannot fee the ſun, 
and has not yet arrived within fight of the light of heaven—may well 
be called a vale of darkneſs; a vale which lies within the circuit where 
_ devils range ;—in which, therefore, paſſengers, if not defended by 
a convoy, would be expofed to the moſt furious attacks of enemies 
that know all their opportunities of hurting it are now expiring— and 
hence this valley of death may be a valley of frights and conflicts, as 
well as of darkneſs. But with all this, naked ſpirits have nothing 
todo: and that departed ſaints are ſuch, appears from Ecclef. xii. 7. 
where no other parts are found but that body which returns to ho 
earth as it was; and the ſpirit which returns immediately to Go 


„ 


that gave it. 


( 3) , 


entertain their ward by the way, until they have 


| uſhered it into the third heavens ; where ſtands _ 


the throne of the Redeemer, and where himſelf 
reſides? Was it all extaſy to find the bleſt in- 
habitants there waiting, at the gates of the ce- 
leſtial palace, eager to embrace and welcome 


their new companions? To be eſcorted by hoſts 


of perfect ſaints, that ſtrike up new ſongs on 
the ho Bag ? To be preſented, by its convoy, 
to Jesvs CurisT? Kindly received into his 
arms—and, by himſelf, fixed | in its manſion, 


in his own houſe ? 


4 Wu AT 1 then, can conceive or what 
tongue expreſs the raptures - the extaſies that 
muſt enſue, when they ſhall, after the judgment 


is over, aſcend with their Lonp, and by him be 


preſented to the FarhER—joyfully accepted 


there—enthroned in glory, and crowned with 


light ? 


Bur to ſpeak particularly. of theſe things— 
to deſcribe the glory and unfading ſplendor of 

that incorruptible Diadem, with which their 
Lok p ſhall then adorn their exalted heads & the 
various ſweets and innumerable beauties of the 
new Jeruſalem. —This is a taſk which I dare not 


preſume to attempt. For ſo ſhould I be loſt in 


that great abyſs, which is not to be fathomed by 
the ſhallow faculties of mortal men. 


8 of this, let us rather join in the fe- 


licitations dictated by an heart pleated. with that 


bliſs, ſaying Hail, bleſſed ſpirits ! you have run 


© the laborious race; and now you have recety- 


(7 * ed the golden prize. You have ET © 
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. * mighty enemies; and now you enjoy the vic- 
© tor's crown | No more ſhall you complain of 
ec darkneſs mixed with your light. No, more 
te ſhall you groan under the perplexity of thoug ht 
* —the tumults of paſſion, or the burden of 
© indwelling iniquity : No more ſhall you cry 
c out becauſe of oppreſſing enemies or ſorrows: 
« Your Redeemer's love hath freed you from 
< them all—hath carried you, unhurt, through 
all your dangers, and hath now forever fixed 
* you in his arms! Now are you raviſhed with 
© the diſplays of his matchleſs beauty. No 
& wonder then that it is your delight to contem- 
plate his perfections without ccafing and to 


0 cc join your notes with the angelic choir in ſing- 


+ ing praiſes and hallelujahs, bleſſing and glo- 
© ry, and honor and power, to Him that ſitteth 
© on the throne, and to the LAM forever and 
te ever |” Sing on! ſing on, ye happy ones; 
until the time come when we alſo, through the 
| Tame Sovereign grace, ſhall be made meet to 
Join with you i! G bleſſed day! When? How 
long e'er it arrive, and watt us up to vonder 

| home PET ae 


Bor this naturally bring me in the 


II. Place. to enquire how men are made meet 
for all this. * | Ree 


Tu AT this inheritance was eternally deſigned | 
and prepared for its appointed heirs, was remark- 
ed in the Preface: Our divine Redeemer has 
taught us, that it will be in this view that he 
himſelf ſhall conſider it at the laſt day; when 
he ſhall cis oh them the poſſeſſion of it, Mat. 

XXV. 


7 


xxv. 34. For them indeed it was bought with 
the invaluable price of his own blood. Theſe 
were the ſheep for whom he laid down his pre- 
cious life :* the peculiar people for whom he died, 


to redeem from all iniquity *—the church which 
he loved, and for which he gave himſelf; that 
he might preſent it to Gop without ſpot, or ble- 
miſhn, or any ſuch thing. The modern tenet 


of univerſal redemption has as little foundation in 


ſcripture, as its natural offspring the notion of 
univerſal ſalvation. Indeed, without the latter, 


the former is more abſurd even than it, 


Wirn the ſacred writers nothing is more pe- 
remptorily laid down as an axiom, than this, that, 
if Gop fo loved any man as not to ſpare his own 


Son, but deliver him up as a facrifice in his 


_ ſtead; it is impoſſible that this love ſhould not, 


with him alſo, freely give him all things.“ If 
CIS is once pleaſed to lay down his life for 


any loſt ſheep, the inſpired oracles ſuppoſe it 

impoſſible for that favourite to periſh, or for any 

enemy ever to pluck it from the Redeemer's 
hand :* nor could they admit that the Judge of all 


the earth, who ever will do right, will exact the 
ſinner's debt over again at his hand, after his 
Surety had paid it for him.“ Hence while they 
uniformly conſider the heaven of ſaints as a 
purchaſed poſſeſſion® —and themſelves as bought 


with a price, no leſs precious than the blood of 
_ CarisT," as of a lamb without ſpot and with- 
out blemiſh; —they, with one voice, declare 
that theſe happy ones are not the whole race of 


Adam; 


44; ( a) John x. 15. (b) Tit. * 14. . (c) Eph. v. 26, 27. 4) Rom. 


(+) 1 Cor. vi. 20. vii. 23. (1) 1 Pet. i. 19. ; 


* 3 


viii. 38. (e) John x. 28, 29. (/) Gen. xviii. 25. (g) Eph I. 14. 
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Adam; but only the euren of Gop Ch 
abroad through the world, * a people redeemed, 
unto Gop from among men, out of every kin- 
"on and tongue and people and nation.“ 


Fox them the great Purchaſer has taken of 2 

ſefion'—and holds the premiſes, in his own 
hands, in their behalf, until he receive them- 
| ſelves home, and fix each of them in the man- 
ion allotted to him in their Father's houſe—a 
manſion which he has bequeathed to him, by 
name, in that laſt will and . which he 
ſealed with his blood. Bis 


: Tuts bequeſt} has e to each ol i 
a' valid title to the inheritance : its validity was 
Jjudicially recognized by Gop the FATHER ; on 
_ that day when, they, being found vitally and 
fœderally united to CHRIST by faith, had his 
 furety-righteouſneſs imputed to them; and; on 
1 account, were juſtified by his Fathet's' ſen- 
_ rence. This title can never receive any im- 
provements. It is as good and perfe& the. firſt 
moment as the laſt—at the very inſtant of con- 
verſion; as at the day of judgment —of all that is 
done afterwards, either in the believer, or by 
him, no part is intended to give him a better 
claim to future bliſs. No. The right of a child 
to his inheritance, is as clear at the hour of his 
birth; as when he arrives at maturity; although 
he is not qualified to enjoy and poſſeſs it, until 
e eee an education that all fit him to 
move 


a) John xi. 52. 6 Rev. v. 9 and x xiv. 4. () Heb. vi. 20. 
45 _ xiv. 2,3. Luke xxii, i 29, Mat. xxvi. 28. Heb. xiii. 20. 
her at. v. 20. Iſa. lxiv. om, x, 4. and iv. . 6, * 22. 
er. xxili. 6. Ila. Av. 24. 0 uv. 17. Rom. v. 195 2 
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move with decorum i in the he ere 15 for . 
him. of: 


JosT Þ it is wich the was of aloty, What< 

ever has been done to ſecure their title to it; 

| while they continue in a ſtate of nature, they 
are utterly unfit to poſſeſs it. As children of a 
fallen Adam, they are children of wrath even 
as others.*--As the branches of a dead tree, they, 
too, are dead 1 in krelpuſſes and ins. 443 


WIA has been ſaid bout the nature of this 
bleſſed inheritance may convince us, that fuch 
natures are no leſs incapable of enjoying it, 
than are the natures of reprobates themſelves. 
All enjoyment ſuppoſes a- congruity of the ob- 

5 8 to the faculty that perceives it. Pure joys, 
therefore, are competent only to pure hearts. 
Such only can ſee God.*--None but theſe could 
breathe the air of the bleſt ſerene on high.“ . 
The inheritance itſelf is undefiled : wand chero- „ „ 
te nothing that defiles can enter on it.“. —_ 


Hence, before any of ithe heirs is admitted W 
to the Poſſeſſion, he muſt be made meet for it. 1 1 
This is not to be expected as the effect merely — 
of his own exertions.*--Unleſs we may hope = 
that darkneſs may work itſelf to light ;--or that . 
the exerciſes of enmity will change it into love. 
The text aſſures us, has all that fits us is the 
work, not of man, nor means, but only of 
SGop. The FaTHER hath made us meet, not 
A we _ | 


(4) Ephi ii. 3. 60 Mat. v. 6. 91 Heb. XII 14. (Cd) 1 pet. i. i. 4. 
Rev. xxl. 27. (e) Eph. ii. 9. 2 FOR iii. 5. Phil. Ii. 11 


hey 


N. B. The reader is earneſtly requeſted to-examine the ſeveral texts. cited 
in this diſcourſe, and then to judge whether they prove its dattriness 


(w) 


only as * choſe us to this bliſs--and gave his 
dear Son to buy it for us: but, chiefly, as he 
ſent his Spirit down into our hearts, there to 
work the whole good pleaſure of his e 
and the work of faith with power.“ 1 


— 2 
Ax 2 
2 
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By the energetic influences of chis divine Spi- | 
Tit is the whole work effected in us; that has 
any part 1n our meetneſs for this inheritance :--- 
He 1s the ſole agent in that buſineſs. 


„1 7 Oe — 


5 T0 II is Weihe of notice here, that ha fig 7 
= of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks as thus made meet 
= for heaven; were yet in this preſent life. And 
| þ eue 15; more plainly declared in ſcripture 
= than this ; that all that is to be done, in order 
_ i to fit any ſoul for heaven, muſt be done here 
1 below--this is the only accepted time and day 
1 —____ ef falvation*: in that night. of death, wherein 
” none can work, there is no repentance to be ob- 
=. tained. As the tree falls, ſo it muſt lie -and 
= he that dies filthy, muſt be filthy ſtill- The 

= dream, of converſions wrought in hell, never 
i turned the head of any profeſſor of chriſtianity ; ; 
| | untill the ſpirit of that religion was exchanged 

|. for the ſtrong deluſions of the ſpirit of antichriſt. 


b 21 
| „ Tun ingredients, which conſtitute this meet- 
| nl may be gathered from the nature of che 
'M | exjoyment for Which it e 


k . 1. WIE have ſren that to be a ſtate of LIFE,— 
et, Jo fit us for i it, then, it is neceſſary that we be 

| regenerated. —for 1 it is in that act of ſovereign. 
| | and 


— 


[| | | (ela The. 3 io 11. 2 ; Cor. v. 5. (b) 2 Cor. vi. 2. iſ) Joh. ix. 4. 
it | Ecel. ix. 10. AJ: Eccl, xi. 3. (e ons xxii. LIs . amok lis 11. 
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and Almi, ghty grace, that we are brought from 


Apiritual death that the whole nature is chang- 
ed, and tho principle of life infuſed 1 into us. 


Tuts is, therefore, tha firſt effectual ſtep, 


taken by the Spixfr of God, to fit us for this 


inheritance.— All the heirs are firſt made chil- 
_ dren of 'Gop by regeneration.--They are born 
of Gop :*--made new creatures: an entire change 


is wrought on their hearts, in the day of 'Gop's 


Power. -- This begins a-new life in them, that 


can never be loſt; but, like the morning light, 


3 8 more and more unto the perfect day. 


= $; Tux t text deleribes the future bliſs as a 
ſtate of LicyT. It follows, then, that, 1 in or- 


der to a meetneſs for that enjoyment, we muſt 


have eyes to ſee it. Spiritual glory can not be 


ſeen with eyes of fleſh. Spiritual ſight alone 
dan perceive it.“ Blind, as every man natural 
1y is, to the beauty of all divine things--none 
can enter the realins of light; until firſt he has 


been delivered from the power of darkneſs. - 


By the illuminating virtue of the ſpirit of God, 
| his eyes muſt be opened--the ſcales of ignorance 


made to fall from them--and divine day og. 


LY on his ene 


pare 18 ahi dh ever. OOTY in OY 
ſaints that are to be ripened for glory. They 


are turned from darkneſs to marvellöus light. % 


They all be hold as in a glaſs, the glory of Gop.* 
* have: ſeen the e of Nis hk own 


& _natural 


4) John is 1g. 7) 2 Cor. v. 17. pla. e ex. 
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natural guilt, anddepravity--the putity and per- 


fection of Gop's law--and the juſtice of the 


| damnation of every rebel that has broken it: 


The forlorn condition of themſelves, and all the 


fallen race; and their utter inability to help 


themſelves out of that woful ſtate, are realities 


of which all are made ſenſible. By this light 
they have ſeen the glorious plan of ſalvation re- 


ported in the goſpel :--the perfection of the cha- 
racters - offices- and works of CHRIST the Sa- 


viour and the divine beauty of all the moral 
perfections of IE HOoVAH, as manifeſted there. 


In Gop's light, they ſee light, and walk as 


children of it,--enduring therein, to the end, as 


1 | ſeeing him who 18 inviſible.“ 


3. Hor1wsss is the very eſſence of heaven. 


. Tofitus for it, then, it is neceſſary we be made 


holy too.--Without this we cannot ſee it.* For 


this end Gob has given us a holy law--an holy 


Goſpel--holy Sabbaths--holy- ordinances--holy 


examples--and caſt up, and hedged in, for us 


a holy way.“ But, becauſe all this would be 
ineffectual without holy hearts too; therefore the 
SPIRIT of CakisT, having implanted in us, in 


Li N a holy principle,--goes on to che- 
11 - 


and cultivate 1t in a gradual, progreflive 


and perſevering work of ſanctification. For 


this end he operates by the means of word, or- 
dinances and providences, ifl carrying on this 


work; until every corruption of nature is mor- 
tified- every inbred luſt finally ſlain-and all the 


; F 


graces of the divine life grown up to maturity.“ 


8 | 8 | | F 4. | 
l t (4) tw kant. C. 00 .. © 
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4. Dors the ſtate of which we ſpeak contain 


near, open immediate communion with Gop in 
 CnrisT ? Then, ſurely, for ſuch rebels as we 


to be fitted for it, ſuppoſes that we have been, 


in the firſt place, reconciled.* Can two walk 
together except they be agreed? Unleſs, by a 
true and genuine repentance, we have been 
| brought to lay down the weapons of our warfare 


—to deſert the camp of God's enemy, and ſub- 


mit as willing ſubjects at his feet :* unleſs we, 


by faith, have fled for refuge to the hope ſet 
before us---receiving CHRIST, in all his offices, 
as our own Saviour--and giving our whole ſelves 


away to him*---unleſs we have thus been vitally 
| Ingrafted in and united to Chriſt---and ſo, cor- 
dially reconciled to Gop through him--we can 


never know what this communion means.“ This 


faith, and that repentance, then, never fail to 
be wrought by the ſpirit, in them that are to be 


brought to this inheritance.* And, from the 
day in which theſe graces are firſt brought into 


action, the heir of glory is trained up for a life 
of immediate communion with Gop hereafter ; 


by a life of mediate communion with him here.? 
Their father's countenance ſmiles on them and 
they perceive it: he lets in a ray of his o.] n 

moral perfections on their ſouls, and they are 
moulded into its likeneſs; as the wax to that of 


the ſeal: he impreſſes his love, and they receive 
it with joy: they hunger, and he feeds them, 
with the hidden manna : they lean on him, and 


he ſupports them : they pour out their hearts 


and complaints before him, and he hears, yea, 


anſwers, 


Ca) Col. i. 21. 2 Cor. v. 28. (CI) Amos ili. 3. (e Luke xiii, * 
i (4) John i. 12. (e) Ichu xv. 5. (f) 2 * 
| Kh. 2» (g) 1 John i. | 
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anſwers, | in "ROE beyond nn : 
and thus by mutual action and re- action is com- 
munion maintained on earth between every child 
of. GoD, and theig Father "Ros is in heave 


. 1s the reſt remaining, a ſtate of. COMPLA=, 
CENCY AND DELIGHT? And can this ever be 
found; where the object of it is not beloved? 
Truly, until the love of Gop is ſhed abroad i in. 
dur heacts, we. ſhall be utterly, indiſpoſed for 
delighting in him. Hence, if any man love 
not the LoxD Tesvs. CHRIST, not a bleſſing, 
but a curſe lies at his door.“ How could he live 
in the world of love? Hence, too, the Holy 
Spirit, to every heir of glory, imparts a diſpo- 
ſition to love che Lonp, with all his heart. 7 


Nur. all; are hiought to fix their Aeon, 5 

8 bes on the lovely IM MANUEL, They behold 
his glory —and their hearts are attracted, and 
won, by the beauty they ſee in him they cleave 
to him as their beloved and friend. In their eyes 
he is altogether lovely, and- the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſands — yea, they conſider him as their 
all — and, whom have I in heaven but thee? 
or what on earth do ] defire beſides thee? is the 
| 5 language of each of their ſouls.* This love is 
|= the. ſpring of all their action the principle of 
all their Obedience by this they are led to love 
all that reſembles, and all that belongs to him. 
EE: By this they are ſtimulated to hate ſin, that op- 
6 poled and Crucafiegt him; and to wage a conſtant 
l war againſt it. This makes: his Ward and or- 
Net; dinances 
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| | dinances precious to. them—his Sabbaths their 
feſtivals--his name as ointment poured: forth 
and his ſaints eſteemed the excellent of the earth :;5 


and, as this temper will grieve at whatevenwould 
diſhonor his name, or hurt his cauſe; fo will it 
lead to aim, with a ſingle eye, at his glory ; LP 


Whatever 1 18 ſuffered or done by 1 it. 


6. In a word, tha. very. idea of that 1 


a ſtate of joy, ſuppoſes, that a, taſte ſuited. to it 


is neceſſary to fit us for it. ithout a reliſn for 
what we poſſeſs, what. } Joy can be felt. in the 
| poſſeſſion ? 2 


To impart this to the heirs. of this inheritance 


was the very buſineſs. of the SpiriT, in regene- 


neration; and to encreaſe it, was the tendency of 
all his other work within them. For this end 
does he bring a portion of heaven down to their 


taſte at times - thereby he gives them an earneſt 
of the inherit ance to come. Thus does he 


wean their hearts from all below, and make 
them long for their houſe not made with hands.“ 
They thirſt for Gop, the living Gop their ſouls 


follow hard after him their heart and fleſh cry 
aut for liberty to ſtretch their wings and fly away 
to his preſence and his boſom. | Yea, for this 
| cauſe, do they rejoice in him when the fig-tree 
does not bloſſom, and even glory in tribulations 


long to be diſſolved—and deſire to depart and 
be with CHRIST, as a thing far better, than all 


created good.” This makes them meet death 
as their friend Put off their earthly. tabernacle 
| with 


(8) Cant. i, 3. Pf. xvi. 3. (B) Pf, cxix. 8 1 Cor. X. 37. (i) 


2. Cor. i. 22. (4) 2. . v. 2. 091 Pe . 2. i fl. 37s 
18. (17) Phil. lo - 235 


| 
2' if 
In 
} 1 x8 
1 
1 
| 
\ 1 . 
U 
+ 1H 
[ 
"i 
y Þ; 
. BY 
11 7 
* 
1 
- 
21 
IH 
1 
l 
= 
0 1 . 
1 
1 
* 
1 ; 
i. | 
_ 
* 
„ 
LE 
M : 
| 
1 
1 4 


—— 
. 


Fr —— ——— — 

8 I os 2 
2 U 8 : Pg 
— 4 


{46 y 
with joy—ſing i in difolurion, and eriumph over 
the grave. 


7. inn, as the aner ſtate is all 


- PERFECTION, nothing imperfect can enter on it. 


The ſaint in his infirmities with all his body of 


death about him, cannot be admitted to that. 


bliſs any more than the unregenerate. That 
which is perfect muſt be come; and that which 


is in part be done away.“ Tis true, this perfec- 
tion is never attained here below; and therefore 


che ſaint is called every day to grow in grace. 


But the Spigxrr of God, that dwells within them, 


is gradually carrying them on towards that mark, 


at which they all aim: and ſhort of which they 
cannot reft.? For this he deals out to them 


comforts and ſorrows- - proſperity and afflitions* 


Word and ordinances: that, by all means, they 
may be more and more advanced in the divine 


life: until the building is reared, and needs on- 


ly the cope-ſtone to be ſet on it, to open the 
way for the eternal ſong of grace unto it.“ 


And then he puts to it that finiſhing hand, 


- which, in the article of death, touches the work 


up to the meaſure of the ſtature of the perfect 
man in CnR1sT JE sus: and inſtantly lands the 
faint on glory s bliſsful ſnore. 


Axp thus our way is paved for ſome 


APPLICATION. 


Div time permit, we might ſoon find has 
as no theme 1s better fraught with comforts for 
the 


(a4) Cor, xl 10. 60 Phil. 1 Ill. 14. chin Tim. i ili. 17. ar Phil, i 1. 6. 
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the ſaint; — ſo none affords more ſerious matter 
for trial of our ſtate. — 


Doxs it not naturally lead us to reflect 
1. How glorious the proſpects which religi- 


on has opened? 2. How boundleſs the divine 
love that provided all theſe joys? 3. How free- 


ly they are beſtowed ;—even as an inheritance ? 


4. How ſure the title of every adopted child of 


God to all the glory that ſhall be revealed? and 


5. how ardently ſhould he long tor the enjoy- 
= 7 LOL Bd: 


Lr us all, then, examine what ſhare of 

meetneſs for this portion have we received? 

Let us go over the ſeveral articles of the ſecond _ 
head; and turn them into queries, addreſſed to 


our own hearts, and 


| Ip we find this work going on, let us be ani- 
mated to pray and ſtrive and labor for perfecti- 
on: and be comforted in the proſpect that we 


hall ſurely attain it at the laſt; and that in the 


courſe of a little time. 


Bur, if it appears evident, on the whole, 
that our preparation is not yet begun--let us a- 
wake - conſider cry earneſtly to Gop for the 
gift of the HoLy Gnosr, and never reſt till we 
know that we have believed: for, bleſſed be Gop, 
he has not yet quitted the ſanfifying work: -- 
his grace is ſtill free :--and CHRIST ls ſtill of- 
fered, as his gift, to all that will : the chief of 
ſinners is ſtill invited--called--commanded to 
accept that gift and live. CHRIST ever liveth 
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to Wie intercenon- Te ne of the ſpi pirit is 


with him--he can eaſily turn hearts of "nl to 


. fleſh, and out of the moſt ſtubborn ſinners, 
form for himſelf a willing people in the day of 
his power. The Great Redeemer can ſave to 
the uttermoſt:--the benevolence and pity of 
his heart are infinite; and him that cometh to 
him for Life he wall in no wile caſt out. 


To whom elfe ſhould we e go ? He has the . 
words of eternal life. To him, then, let us all | 
Tpeedily take our flight, and lay hold of the 


hope ſet before us; for, behold, death is faſt 


approaching! The Judge is at the door Be- 


hold, now is the accepted time —behold, now 18 
the day of ee N 


\ Bow, here the time reminds me 10 the occas 


: fon of my addreſſing Na this ſubject to day. 


Is the firſt head 07 this diſcourſe has ſuccee- 
ded, in any meaſure, in its deſign of giving you 


2 elymple of the glory of ſaints in light; 
it will help you to ſome idea of that dane; * into 


which, we may humbly truſt, an entrance was 


adminiſtred abundantly, a few days ago, to an 


excellent man; who, for more than forty-one 
years, walked with eminent uſefulneſs before this 


church, in. che important character of a Ru- 


biiry Expzx. og . 


. fo far as 1 Ny be n el to „judge 
* my own knowledge and the concurring in- 
formation of his brethren and cotemporaries, 
the laſt head was but a ſketch of ſome of the 
out- lines of that religion; by which the 8p 7 
R + Les 5 


_ 


PE 


of God has, for many years, been making hin 
meet for that bleſſed inheritance. e 


Tax repeated attacks of an acute diſcaſe 


which have, ſo lately, brought me apparently to 


the brink of the grave, have left me, at preſent, 


under a peculiar incapacity for the labor of 
compoſition ; and make me to regret that the 


draught of a character for my venerable friend 


had not fallen to the lot of ſome hand more com- 


w_ 


| petent to that taſk, 


 _UnaBLz, however, to put a negative on the 
requeſt of ſo many of his friends and brethren 


as have ſolicited it ; I have ventured to under- 
take that intereſting ſubject at this my firſt ap- 
5 in this f 

mement. 


— 
* 


* 


\ Secure of that candor which I have fo a # 
experienced in this generous audience, I proceed, 
regardleſs of the rules of art: confident that, 


with you at leaſt, my known circumſtances will 
be my apology for every defect of compoſition 
and ſtyle; while it is my honeſt aim to lay be- 


| ty,* 
Is the diſcharge of this duty, I cannot pre- 


2 


had the 8 of living near the deceaſed for 


— 


G 


_- 


” 


- * "accuracies; with which this diſcourſe comes from the preſs : it was 


very haſtily written, in a very Jargul Kate, without any expectation 
| nd the copy 


bolt its being printed t a eing now called far at a time when 


I am unable to tranſcribe it, I am obliged to ſend it to the preſs in the 


rough draught, 


— 2 r — 


acred place, after my con- 


fore you the truth of facts in its naked ſimplici- 


tend to- equal advantages with thoſe who have 


years; for that enjoyment I was 


* Tur 1 plea moſt be my excuſe to every candid reader for any in- 
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| uz one born out of due time. Very little of his 
character can be expected from my own know- 
| ledge ; as he had long retired from buſineſs and 
was far advanced into the vale of old age, before 
that began. But he has left a witneſs in the 
breaſts of a very numerous acquaintance; and 
from the lips of ſome unexceptionable charac- 
ters rpg them, I have drawn the informati- 
ons that follow: in the rehearſal of which 1 
have never exceeded the teſtimonies furniſhed. 
me; but deſignedly fallen much within their li- 

mits; that every acquaintance of his, in this aſ- 
ſembly, may be able to go away declaring that 
his own knowledge of the deceaſed, greatly tran- 
ſcends all I have ſaid. JF 


Mr. RALPH Cross was born at Tp/wich, in 
this county, of honeſt and induſtrious parents, 
on the 14th. of AvcusT 1706. He was early 
put apprentice to a reputable ſhip-builder 1n this 
town; with whom he leatnt that buſineſs, which 
he afterwards proſecuted for ſo long a courſe of 
years, with ſo much ability and ſucceſs. 


Ax the expiration of the term of his appren- 
riceſhip, he returned to the place of his nativi- 
ty, and there he was received a member of the 
church, under the paſtoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
RoctRs, in the year 1727. In the courſe of 
the year following, he ſettled in this town, in 
the buſineſs of his occupation, and entered into 
the matrimonial relation with Mrs. Saran 
TJornson, the daughter of his former maſter. 
This event he always conſidered as one of the 
moſt favourable providences of his whole life. 
In the lady of his choice he found an Mr 


£4 " 
(* 9 


for him in the higheſt ſenſe. Peculiarly formed 
for the buſineſs of her ſtation, ſhe poſſeſſed a 
degree of knowledge in the management of her 
affairs, which few of her ſex have exceeded: 
her life was a continued ſeries of active exerti- 


ons in every line of duty proper to a female; it 
was hard to ſay whether unwearied induſtry or 


frugal ceconomy, whether watchful prudence, or 
the tender, yet ſteady fidelity of friendſhip, had 


the aſcendant in her habitual conduct. The do- 
meſtic virtues, in which ſhe excelled, exhibited 


an example worthy of the imitation of every; 
mother and of every wife. 1 

Asovur the year 1741, ſhe partook a happy 
are in the gracious ſhower of divine influence; 


which was ſo plenteouſly rained from heaven in 
that memorable day. From that time, her vir- 
tues put on a new and more beautiful aſpect: 
illuſtrated with the charms of unaffected piety, 
they, ſhone out with attractives ſuperior to thoſe 
of all their former beauty. Her knowledge in 
religion grew apace; and ſoon attained a diſtin- 
guiſhed eminence, In Auguſt 1746 ſhe made 

à public profeſſion of chriſtianity, and entered 


into covenant with this church. _ 


3 Els profeſſion ſhe both juſtified and adorn- 


ed by a life of holineſs ; and hence her fellow- 
| ſhip was ſavoury and profitable to her chriſtian 


friends; and continued ſteady and uninterrupted - 


to the end of her race. 


| 4 the courſe of the laſt ſpring, ſhe ſank into 
à painful diſeaſe, in which ſhe languiſhed for 


tame time. Through the whole Pr ogreſs of the . 
© 2 Aaiſtemper ; 


; ; 
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diſternper, ſhe preſented to all ſpectators a cons 


SE PRs of piety, patience and humble 
P 


abmiſſion to the will of God; frequently ſhe 


| bore her ſolemn teſtimony to the truth of the 
religion ſhe had profeſſed, and the doctrines ſhe 


had uſually been taught among you: repeatedly 
ſhe gave her parting counſels to her children--- 
and repeatedly did the expreſs to me, and others 
near her, the aſſured £17 85 ſhe entertai ned of 


entering ſoon into the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light. And into that happy ſtate, we doubt 
not, it pleaſed her Loxp, out of his ſovereign 
grace, to admit her, on the 13th day of June, 


1787, in the 79th year of her age, 


Fon almoſt 59 years of that time ſhe had 
lived moſt happily, in the bonds of marriage, 
with our late deceaſed friend. — And eminent 
Was the aid he derived from her all the while, ina 
the buſineſs of his calling, as well as in the na- 
nagement of his family; and it was not a little 


owing to that aid, that the laudable induſtry 


with which he purſued his occupation, as a ſhip- 
builder, for many years, was crowned with ſuc- 


- 


dels; and iſſued in the acquiſition of a very 


, Ar what period of his life, religious impreſ-. 
ſions were firſt ſpecially made on his mind, my 


information does not ſerve. me. It is well known, 


however, that when the great revival of religi- 
on took place here, in the years 1741, 1742, 


1743, and 1744; there were but few among 


the ſubjects of that glorious work, in whom the 


effects of its energy were more ſenſible, than in 
Mr, Cxoss; and very few, any where, could be 


found 
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| 
found more forward and zealous to promote it. | 

Then did his virtues begin remarkably to be diſ-- _ 
played. That Chriſt-like temper, of which he then | 


dreceivedſolargeaſhare, ſoon led him intothoſe 
aths in which he might beſt follow the ſteps of 1 

fab bleſſed Maſter; and do moſt honor to the 14 
religion he profeſſed. To feed the hungry and =. 
to clothe the naked, became, from thenceforth, It 

his delightful care. There are yet among us 

living witneſſes, not a few, who, from their own © | 
knowledge, bear ample teſtimony of his many, 1 

and, ſometimes, ſingular charities to the poor, = 

both in this and in other towns, Mm 


, 


___ ABnorRiNG all oftentation of his virtues, he 5 1 
diſtributed his alms with a ſtudious regard to Hl 
the divine precept; not to let the left hand _—_ 
know what the right hand doeth: It was impoſ- 7 = 
ſible, however, that, with all his care to conceal F 
it, the light of a candle which burnt ſo brightly 
cCould long be hid. The pity of his heart ſoon 
became the aſylum of piety in diſtreſs. The 
munificence of his hand has been known to call 
the godly poor from a diſtant place, to raiſe them 
from the depth of indigence to comfortable Iivv= 
ings, and to fix them in reputable ſtations in the 3 
community. His liberality has opened the pri- 
ſon- doors, has paid the debt, releaſed the debtor, 
and ſettled the priſoner in profitable buſineſs for 


Tux law of truth dwelt on his lips. Juſtice 
and integrity reigned in his dealings. His word _ 
was equal to his bond: nor would he flinch from - col 
his promiſe, however much to his loſs the per- 2 
formance might be. An unaffected primitive 

Oe „ 4 
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ſimplicity ran through all his manners, his equi- 


page, and his dreſs : from a principle of fixed 


| averſion to extravagance and ſhew, his . houſe 


was remarkably the ſeat of frugality—and the 
theatre of virtuous and indefatigable induſtry : 
temperance and ſobriety reigned within his walls 


 —@conomy and content walked hand in hand: 
in his dwelling, be Dalian 1 


— 
1 6% 
4 8 "My 


| SrrapiLy purſuing his own buſineſs, he 
never affected any ſhare in public employments. 


The ſucceſs of his labors, however, he did not 
neglect, to render a public good: whilſt he de- 


rived thence an honorable maintenance for a 

number of families beſides his own. Never un- 
affected with the concerns of his country, nor 
indifferent to its intereſts, he ſtood firm to the 
cauſe of Aux RICA in its darkeſt days. — His pa- 

triotiſm was unmoved in all the ſhakings of Je 


times which tried men's ſouls — and his faith re- 
mained ſtrong, that ſucceſs would finally crown 


the virtuous ſtruggles of this people, for the re- 


covery and ſupport of thoſe liberties where- 


- IT muſt not be forgotten, that his religion 


was the top of all his attainments. The devo- 
tions of morning and evening worſhip were as 
ſteady, in his family, as the riſing and ſetting 


of the ſun; Not even the greateſt hurry of bu- 


ſineſs could divert him from bleſſing his houſe, 
at the ſtated ſeaſons; and joining and leading 
them in waiting on his Gop. Of his ſecret de- 


votions he'endeavoured to make a ſecret. Yet 
his profiting much, from ſecret acts of commu- 


nion with his Redeemer, was obvious to all a- 


| bout 


* 


* 


= 8-7 


bout him: while he ever fludied to make his 1 
converſation entertaining and agreeable, he | 


failed not to render it inſtructive and edifying; 1 1 
and ſoldom left his company without dropping —_ 
ſome hint of warning--of caution--or advice 
for the conviction of the ſinner, or the ſaint's 
direction and comfort. Thus he became a 1 
plain and faithful reprover of the vices of his 4 
times; the impious and profane the drunkard-— 
the Sabbath- breaker and the idler uſually met 

him with dread. TT 


Tx doctrines of the goſpel he ſtudied with _ bi.) 

_ peculiar care; few in his circumſtances, better * 
underſtood them; or could defend them ſo well. 1 
But, from the time of the reformation already _ | Bi 
mentioned, his zeal for the purity and power of =: 
religion was eminently diſtinguiſhed.--At that 1 
dcdWdiriſis, he boldly ſtood forth and openly eſpouſed «Ü 
KF what he tho't the cauſe of God; againſt a ſtrong BY "M 
tide of oppoſition. His heart, his houſe, and his ge. ö Fi 


Purſe were open to all whom he conſidered as ho- 
neſtly laboring to promote it. The faithful preach- 
ers who pleaded that cauſe, found a home in his 

dwelling whenever they came. At length, hav- 
ing found a goodly number, whom he judged 
ſincere ſubjects of vital religion; he animated 
them to form this church; and entered into co- 
venant with them himſelf, in November 1746. 
To his benefactions and other exertions, at that 
time, it greatly owed its ſurmounting the many 
difficulties then in its way. | 


Irs firſt ſtated. preacher was boarded at his 
houſe, gratis, for the ſpace of three years: and 
there was the firſt reſort of its firſt, ſettled "rag 
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Aer: : a principal ſhare of the expence of 
building its firſt meeting-houſe was defrayed by 
himſelf : and, of the ſeven who purchaſed. 4 
valuable houſe and lot of land, and made pre- 
ſent of them to the Reverend Mx. Pansoxs, | 
my worthy predeceſſor, ſoon after his coming to 
this town, Ms. Cross, was the chief. In the 
erection of this ſpacious building, where you | 
now ftatedly worſhip, his aids were eſſential ; 
and a valuable token of his liberality to the : 
church you behold, every day, in the excellent 
| folio BIBLE that adorns the deſk. 5 


Neo hearer of che goſpel was more + cophaacty 
G1 in his place at public worſhip : no hearer 
was more attentive there: and few more fre- 
- quently felt the force of the doctrines there de- 
livered. How often have we ſeen him melt in- 
to tears of joy at the news of the great bas 

on! How tenderly has he been wont to wee 
ver the graceleſs and ſecure! With what ard 
did he warn them to flee from the wrath to _—_ 4 8 
Earneſtly did his bowels yearn for the converſion 
of the riſing generation: bitterly he lamented 
the decays of vital piety ſo generally prevailing 
in theſe darkſome days. How often have we 
ſeen him lift to — his withered hands 
and ſtreaming eyes, in agonizing interceſſion 
for the church of Chriſt | And how anxiouſly 
engaged was his heart, during your late 
bereavement of your venerable Paſtor, to ſee 
the goſpel re- ſettled among you, agrecably to 
the rinciples which you profeſſed, cannot ſoon 
dee gotten. Many now within theſe walls can 
remem Woe the faithful teſtimonies he gave, both 
in word and writing, againſt what he thought 
to be — | 4 
17 
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Is Was my misfortune that my perſonal ac- 


quaintance with him began too late to know him 


When he was Mr. Cross.--Bur, tho” hoary and 


bowed with years, he was, by his ſpiritual and 


holy conferences, made ſpecially uſeful to me, 
fince®I have known him. Theſe have often 


been my cordial in a gloomy hour--and have 
animated and encouraged me to my arduous 
work, times without number. I think I never 
finiſhed a converſation with him, withou 

dropping ſome word to ſtrengthen my h 
and Point my ke to the great reward. 


Ar laſt it has pleaſed hob to ſnatch him 


from us, at a time when his counſels and his 


prayers were not leſs needed than formerly. He 
ſeemed, for ſome time, to have had premoniti- 
ons of his approaching diſſolution; and was 
. frequently heard to ſay, he ſhould be gone be- 
fore his daughter, whoſe life was then deſpaired of 

. by himſelf, and who ſurvived him but one ade 


His inet was ſhort: and his death was in, 
| Tome reſpects, a tranſlation. He taſted not of 
death while he died. During the week before 


he was attacked by his laſt ſickneſs, he was en- 
raged, with more than ordinary zeal, in exhort- 


ing all that came near him to examine themſelves 
D and ſee well to the ſafety of their ſpiritual ſtate ; 
and in entreating every one to conſider the dan- 
ger of being deceived ; in thejr hope. 


Tux lethargic ſlumber that came on with * 


diſeaſe, deprived his friends, in a great meaſure, 


of the benefit of his dying teſtimony and advi- 
ces. But when, at any” dime, they were able to 


rouſe 


5 


os, 
rouſe him a little; though he was loſt to every 
thing in this world, his anſwers on Ny e 


ſubjects were bat and clear: all elſe failed 
5 7 ; yet he declared his religion ſtood firm 


and taſted to him as ſweet as ever. He charged 
all that enjoyed their reaſon, to uſe it to the 55 
ry of Gop, for he was ſenſible his own was now 
impaired : and, among the laſt words he ſaid to 
me, was a declaration that he knew he was a- 
bggt to leave us--that his hopes of the inheri- 
tance of the ſaints in light remained ſtrong-— 
that he was going to another anda better world; 
and that his heart rejoiced at the proſpect. In 
this condition he continued until January the 
Ath, at 11 o'clock, A. M. when he gently ſlept 
away into his Maſter s joy in the 82d year of his 
age, and left a mourning church, a numerous 
circle of friends, and eſpecially four loving and 


dutiful children, with their riſing families, to 


lament a breach then made upon them, too 
great ever to be healed in this vale of bras. 


Bor it was not long befive the youngeſt of 
the four followed her father. Mrs. Max THA 
NowEL had been languiſhing in a conſumptive 
| caſe for ſome months before f was ſeized; and 
expired at 11 o'clock, A. M. on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary, and, on the next Wedneſday, was fol- 
lowed by a ſolemn mournful train, together 
\ with her father, and buried with him in one 

\ Brave, Atat. 39. 


Ix her were aſſembled all the Seconipliſhmens 5 


of: a fine female character. To an ingenious 
and penetrating mind, which ſought every mean 
of improvement, were added a ſweetneſs and 


airs that made her amiable 1 in every relation. 
Convic - 


4 
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- Coxvierroxs of a ſtate of ſin and miſery had 


frequently followed her from her youth--and 


had ſometimes ariſen to great and unutterable 
diſtreſs; and then vaniſhed away. About three 
years ago, they returned with greater power 
than ever :—her heart was laid open before her 
—ſhe found herſelf dead in treſpaſſes and ſins 
her own righteouſneſs appeared but filthy rags— 
and all her hopes of eternal life were cut off 
till, on one of the Sabbaths in the month of 
. April, that year, when ſitting in this place, un- 
der a Sermon, from Pf. xix. 11.— She ſaid, di- 

vine light broke into her mind : ſhe beheld the 
glory of Gop in the face of Jzsus CurisT; 
and, by the drawings of Almighty love, ſhe 
was brought to cloſe with, and embrace the of- 
fered Redeemer on his own terms; and went 


down to her houſe filled with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory.— This celeſtial frame of ſpi- 
rit was, with ſome intervals of darkneſs, re- 


1 18 to her afterwards. But, in 


er laſt ſickneſs, at the cloſe of a ſeaſon of great 


anxiety and diſtreſs, ſhe was filled with light 
and love, even to.raptures :—theſe ſettled down 
into a ſweet peace that paſſed underſtanding :— 
Which was ſupported, to the. laſt, by a faith 


that triumphed over all oppoſition ; and ſo ſhe 
Cloſed her eyes on a world of darkneſs ; and, 


we doubt not, inſtantly. opened them in eter- 
nal day. » TS 1 | $4 * 
Tuvs, from that one houſe, in the ſpace of 
twenty- one months, were four adult perſons 


* 


carried, as charity concludes, to the houſe not 


made with hands.“ 5; Six u- 


1 * Miss SARAN Cross, pay elder ſiſter of her's, was the firſt in this 
liſt: A woman the moſt remarkable for ſagacity and virtue hat cver 


_ I ſaws in her peculiar circumſtances. 
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_ SINGULARLY inſtructive may this train af 
rovidences be to all who duly attend to it, 
Bur as it directs its voice more eſpecially to ſome 
than to others ; ſo, it is incumbent on me to 
echo it more eſpecially to their ears. 


. . Vorn me then, in the firſt place, to addreſs 
1 @ few words to the mourning children of the 
== dear deceaſed, and their numerous riſing fami- 


lies, preſent. 


My Honored Friends, 


IHE ſtrokes of righteous heaven have lately 
fallen on you in thick ſucceſſion. A venerable 
father and an ineſtimable mother, with two be- 
loved ſiſters, have been ſnatched from you in a 
ſhort time. Moſt cordially do I ſympathize 
with you in the ſharp afflictions by which your, 
hearts bleed, through theſe bereavements, this 
day. Altho' the goodneſs of the Loxp was 
= pleaſed to continue the lives of your honored 
Parents to you, to a good old age; yet the ſtroke 
that has now taken them from your head, is not 
leſs ſolemn and affecting. Invaluable was the 
- privilege indulged you, while you enjoyed them. 
That boon of heaven is-now. withdrawn fore- 
ver. And it is now your part to reflect on the va- 
lue of the enjoyment you have loſt—and on the 
improvements you have made of it. How ma- 
ny careful inſtructions have diſtilled from their 
lips into your ears—with how many tender ad- 
monitions have they followed you ! How many 
ardent petitions have they daily ſent up to hea- 
ven on your behalf, for a long courſe of years! 
_ Petitions now on file—and which cannot — 
Ln ed Bs oem there oor ig 


18 61 9 


of anſwers in due time. How ſavory were the 


patterns of virtue and religion which Heaven 


has ſet before your eyes, in thoſe with whom 


nature placed you in the neareſt relation :--reli- 


gion which you have ſeen uniform and trium- 


| Phant even in death. Now your faithful moni- 
tors are no more! No more ſhall you ſit under 

their refreſhing and perſuaſive addreſſes ! But, 
may I not truſt that the impreſſions made by 

them will be retained ſtill warm on your hearts, 


and operative on your lives? 


? 


PR me on their behalf and your own, + 
to exhort you now; that, while you bow ſub- 
miſſive to the righteous ſtroke of Heaven, you 
may not delay to riſe up--eagerly to ſnatch the 
falling mantle of your aſcending. friends--and 
ſeriouſly to follow them ſo far as they followed 
 CarrsT. Thus will you beſt embalm their me- 


mories. No monuments of marble could re- 


flect ſo much honor on their names, 


— 


Tux you ſee them beckon to you from the 
tomb ; and hear them accoſt you in theſe en- 
_ dearing ſtrains; © Dear children, conſider that 
« religion which you ſaw in us. It has borne 


« us through all the trials of life. It has ſup- 


c ported us in the important hour of death.--- 
It has uſhered us into a ſtate of real and of per- 

& fect bliſs, which you, at preſent, cannot con- 
* ceive. Be perſuaded, by parents that ever 
loved you, and now love more perfectly than 
ce ever; to make that religion your own. Let 


no worldly object divert you from the purſuit 


*of it. Reſt not, till you all have attained an 
* aſſured intereſt in CHRIST. It will be but a 


little 


18 


&« little while till we ſhall meet with you again. 
« O let us meet to part no more forever! O 
« tet us not fee one of you or your's, at our 
t Lokp's left hand, on the deciſive day; leſt 
« all our cares and all our warnings--left all our 
e tears and all our prayers--riſe up as ſwift wit- 
c nefſes then, to your final Condemnation, ” _ 


Ls rx to this voice from the dead, my dear 
friends; embrace theſe friendly counſels. Obey 
the dictates of yourdeardeparted parents--dictates 
delivered, as from the battlements of the celeſtial 

city Reſolved on full and ſpeedy compliance 

with their call, riſe up now and call them bleſſ- 

ed. And fo, when you alſo ſhall have finiſhed 
your courſe, may you all be joined to the ſame 
| bleſſed ſociety with them; and with them join, 
for ever, in the ſong of Moszs and the Lams. 


Tux brother and ſiſters of our deceaſed friend, 
will alfo be pleaſed to permit me, in the next 
place, to remind them that the lives and deaths 
we this day deplore, may ſerve as freſh proofs 
of the truth of that religion which they now 
Profeſs. With this additional encouragement, 
then, be entreated, my friends, to quicken your. 
pace. Your race is nearly finiſhed, O! be 
_ zealous now for Gop, more than ever. Live 
much in a little time. Be in earneſt to have your 
_ teſtimony finiſhed before you come to a death- 


bed leſt you may not be permitted to ſay much 


when you come there. Live more above all 

ſublunary worlds. Keep your eye on the better 
_ country. Not content with paſt attainments, preſs 
forward to the mark for the prize ſet before you. 
Not ſufficed by habitual preparation only; * 
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for aftual readineſs for death. Steadily purſue 


greater degrees of holineſs, until you are conſci- 


ous of meetneſs for the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light: and ſtand ready, at a moment's warning, 
to drop this tabernacle, and go to the houſe eter- 


nal in the heavens, Pick up the fragments of 
ra remaining time; and, when the long-wiſhed 
our ſhall come, may you alſo be able, on good 
grounds, each to ſay, I have fought a good fight; 
I have finiſned my courſe; I have kept the faith; 


and now I 89 to 9 a crown or lite. 


In the third place, I beg ure to n upon 7 
you, my dear brethren, the officers who com- 
poſe the Sxss1o0N of this church, to realize it, 


chis day, that an eſpecial part of the i improve- 


ment of this providence is required at your hands. 
Various and affecting have been the breaches, 
which death has made upon, your numbers, 


 fince my connection with you began. Nine ru- 
ling elders and two deacons have we been called to 


_ convey to the duſt, within little more than eight 
years. All of them ſavory and excellent chriſti- 
ans, eee of vital religion among us. 


And now it has pleaſed Go to bereave you i 


| of one, who has ſtood in the place of both fa- 


ther and brother, in the church, for a long pe- 


riod of time. Upwards of forty-one years has 


he been of your body. I need not now remind 
you of the eſſential aids--the wiſe counſels--the 
faithful direQions--the ſeaſonable encourage- 


ments the reviving comforts you received, du- 
ring that time, from his zealous exertions and fer- 
vent prayers. They are yet warm in your re- 


membrance. Suffer me, however, now to re- 
| | mark, 
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mark: that, as Heaven has thinned your numbers 
_ ==-your work has been growing on your hands. 
Be not diſcouraged by theſe diſpenſations. Let 
them rather inflame your zeal, and animate your 
diligence in that work. Let not the prophet's 
reproof ever be applicable to you, that the ai 
eaſed ye have not ſtrengthened; neither have ye 
healed that which was ſick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken; neither have ye 


brought again that which was driven away; nei- 


ther have ye ſought that which was loſt.* On 
the contrary, be ever exerting your utmoſt for 
the ſervice of God; and the beſt good of all the 
flock committed to you, and be encouraged 
therein, by the joyful proſpect; that every breach 
you heal--every broken bone you reſtore every 
ſinner you are the means of reclaiming-and e- 
very faint you help to comfort and ſupport, in 
this ſtate of trial, will become a jewel in your 
crown, at the day of the reſtitution of all things, 


|  FovrTaLy and laſtly, I would mingle my 
tears with thoſe of this church in general, un- 
der the repeated and ſenſible frowns of heaven 
upon us in the bereavements we have ſuffered. 
Bound, as we are, [thankfully to adore the So- 
vereign grace that has added ſeventy- one mem- 


bers to your communion, ſince my paſtoral re- 


lation to you commenced,--nine of whom have 
been received in the courſe of the year paſt; 
_ ought we not ſolemnly to feel, and deeply to be 
humbled under the righteous hand of the Meoff 
_ High, that, in that period, has taken away no 

leſs than fifty-eight of your beloved brethren and 
ſiſters; of whom fifteen have been called home 
during the laſt year? 9 7 | 
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1 at ſuße it will not offend one humble and 
fincere chriftian among you, if I add that, when 
I compare, in point of religion; the members 
departed; with thoſe who have ariſen to fill their 


places ; there appears no greater reſemblance © 


than was once found between the firſt temple 
and the ſecond, Where? Oh! where is the life 
the zeal—the ſpirituality? Where is the hea- 
venly-mindedneſs—and holy activity? Where the 
ſavory converſations--the humility--the ſelf-de- 
nial— the near communion uſually ſeen among 
the firſt members of this church ? What is be- 
come of the ſweet meetings--the holy ſocieties-- 
the happy days of faſting and of prayer—which 
were wont to turn your private houſes into Beth- | 
els, and this ſacred place into the gate of hea- 
ven? Alas! How 1s our gold become, dim? 
How is our. moſt fine gold changed! Let us, 
then, this day, ſearch and try out ways, aad 
turn again to the LoRD. Repent, and do your 
firſt works ; leſt Gop actually do what he has of 
late repeatedly threatened—-leſt he come quick- | 
ly and remove our candleſtic out of its place. 
Let me tell you, CHRISH loathes this luke warm 
neſs and will ſuddenly ſpew it out of his mouth. 
Riſe up then, and ſtrengthen the things that re- 
main, and are ready to die. Look about you, 
my dear ſirs; ſee errors raging on every hand-- 
vice prevailing—iniquity abounding- the love 
of many waxing cold--the ſpirit of Gop with- 
drawn--and one after another of your fathers ta- 
ken from your head! Is not evil gone forth a- 
gainſt this generation? are not theſe doves fled 
to their windows, before an approaching ſtorm ?. 
Let us now rend our hearts--and not our ga- 
ents ! and. O] let the little remnant of wreſt- 
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7 1 the 0 of; grace 
3: pho Fe 1 for an out- pouring of 
; 2,9 the Holr SprRrr's“ ſpecial, influence on this 
church; Wits, primitive glory may not quite 
„ and Ichabod be writte: on its doors. 
| O0, entreat him for your little” ones; that they 
may never be ſuffered to forget the Gop of their 
flathers! Renew your covenant with the'Eogp :, 
8 and learn to walk more worthy of the vocation 
wherewich we are called; that, ſo, we all may 
. bde made meet to be partakers of che inheritance 
. of the ſaints in light; and be ſo happy as, then, 
do be admited to join with the dear deceaſed, 
Wes. and all the other worthies who. have gone before 
3 ſinging, worthy is the LAu that was 
[Ss - lain, to receive honor and glory and bleſſing: 
aäkldqnd therefore bleſſing and glory and honor and 
5 power, be unto him that ſitteth on the Loney 
and o the E 2 forever, and eder! 
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